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Christopher Ashley (director, Weatherman and The Coast Starlight) has served as La Jolla 
Playhouse’s Artistic Director since October, 2007. During his tenure, he has helmed the 
Playhouse’s productions of Hollywood, The Darrell Hammond Project, Chasing the Song, His 
Girl Friday, Glengarry Glen Ross, A Dram of Drummhicit, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Restoration and the musicals Escape to Margaritaville, Xanadu, Memphis, which won four 2010 
Tony Awards including Best Musical, and Come From Away, for which he won the 2017 Tony 
Award for Best Director of a Musical. He also spearheaded the Playhouse’s Without Walls 
(WOW) series, the DNA New Work Series and the Resident Theatre program. Prior to joining 
the Playhouse, he directed the Broadway productions of Xanadu (Drama Desk nomination), All 
Shook Up and The Rocky Horror Show (Tony, Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle Award 
nominations), as well as the Kennedy Center Sondheim Celebration productions of Sweeney 
Todd and Merrily We Roll Along. Other New York credits include: Blown Sideways Through Life, 
Jeffrey (Lucille Lortel and Obie Awards), The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told, Valhalla, Regrets 
Only, Wonder of the World, Communicating Doors, Bunny Bunny, The Night Hank Williams 
Died and Fires in the Mirror (Lucille Lortel Award), among others. Mr. Ashley also directed the 
feature films Jeffrey and Lucky Stiff, as well as the American Playhouse production of Blown 
Sideways Through Life for PBS. Mr. Ashley is the recipient of the Princess Grace Award, the 
Drama League Director Fellowship and an NEA/TCG Director Fellowship.  

Rob Bailey (music, Weatherman) is a Manhattan-based guitarist, producer and composer, and 
founding member of the New York City rock bands Mule Kick and SlickTires with Guns N’ 
Roses drummer Frank Ferrer. Career highlights include studio, TV and live concert work with 
pop artists Enrique Iglesias, Mandy Moore and Delta Goodrem (The Voice, Australia), 
Broadway and off- Broadway appearances (guitar work on Billy Joel’s Movin’ Out and David 
Bowie’s Lazarus), and work on hundreds of commercials and various soundtracks including 
campaigns for CK, Kenneth Cole and John Varvatos. A longtime collaborator with David 
Clement, Rob’s guitar and production work can be found on the albums “Your Free Gift,” “Fi” 
and “pre-fi,” and he is thrilled to continue their collaboration here at the DNA Series with 
Weatherman.  

Keith Bunin (playwright, The Coast Starlight) is very happy to return to La Jolla Playhouse, 
where his play Sam Bendrix at the Bon Soir was produced in 2012. His plays The Busy World Is 
Hushed, The Credeaux Canvas and The World Over were all originally produced Off Broadway 
at Playwrights Horizons. Other plays include The Unbuilt City (New York Stage & Film), 10 
Million Miles (Atlantic Theater Company) and The Principality of Sorrows (Pure Orange 
Productions). He wrote the screenplay for the film Horns and was a writer for the HBO TV series 
In Treatment.  

Jaime Castañeda (director, The Luckiest) joined the Playhouse in 2014 as Associate Artistic 
Director, where he has directed Rachel Bonds’ At the Old Place Mike Lew’s Tiger Style! and 
Rajiv Joseph’s Guards at the Taj. Other productions include: The Elaborate Entrance of Chad 
Deity by Kristoffer Diaz (Dallas Theater Center), Chimichangas and Zoloft by Fernanda Coppel 
(Atlantic Theater Company), How We Got On by Idris Goodwin (Cleveland Playhouse), The 
Royale by Marco Ramirez (American Theater Company), Welcome to Arroyo’s by Kristoffer 
Diaz (The Old Globe) and Red Light Winter by Adam Rapp (Perseverance Theatre). He has 
also developed new plays with the O’Neill, Rattlestick Theater, Portland Center Stage, Denver 
Center Theater, The Kennedy Center and the Atlantic Theater Company, where he spent five 
seasons as Artistic Associate. He is a Drama League fellow and has received the Princess 
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Grace Award and the TCG New Generations Grant. M.F.A. in Directing from The University of 
Texas at Austin.  

NYC-based singer/songwriter David Clement‘s (music and lyrics, Weatherman) self-produced, 
first album was featured as an Editor’s Pick in Billboard and got him signed to Polygram 
records. The subsequent rocky ride through the major labels, from Polygram to Universal, 
included memorable collaborations with many of NYC's seminal post-punk rockers; though 
never officially released, most of those songs found their way to TV soundtracks, from the CW 
all the way back to the WB. He's written for some of his favorite vocalists including Marylouise 
Burke, Martha Plimpton, and most recently Adam Enright for his show Good Bitch Goes Down, 
and he's always happy to contribute music to the indiest of indie film projects (recents include 
Purple State and Kick Me I'm Christian). For the last 15 years, he's been performing with 
guitarist Rob Bailey and cellist Erin Hall in clubs and theaters around the U.S.; a couple of 
European solo tours led to the release of an album of remixes of his song Follow Me Home by a 
Berlin-based EDM label, Amsel.  

Ramiz Monsef (playwright, 3 Farids) is a writer and performer. His short play The Many Deaths 
of Nathan Stubblefield was featured in the Humana Festival. He is the co-author of the musical 
The Unfortunates, which was produced at The Oregon Shakespeare Festival and American 
Conservatory Theater in San Francisco. His newest full length play, 3 Farids, was part of The 
Bushwick Starr Reading Series and TheatreWorks’ 2017 New Work Festival in Palo Alto. 
Monsef is an actor as well, and has appeared at theatres across the country, including Actors 
Theatre of Louisville, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Yale Repertory Theatre, American 
Conservatory Theater, Seattle Repertory Theatre, and seven seasons at The Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, as well as Geffen Playhouse, The Kirk Douglas Theatre, Second Stage, 
Culture Project, and New York Theatre Workshop. He has appeared on television in Law & 
Order, Training Day, and The Watchlist on Comedy Central.  

Melissa Ross’s (playwright, The Luckiest) plays include Thinner Than Water, A Life Extra 
Ordinary, Nice Girl, An Entomologist’s Love Story and Of Good Stock. Thinner Than Water and 
Nice Girl were both originally produced by LAByrinth Theater Company. Thinner Than Water is 
included in the anthology “New Playwrights: Best Plays of 2011” by Smith and Kraus. Nice Girl 
was a finalist for the Francesca Primus Prize and is in Applause’s “Best Plays of 2015.” Of Good 
Stock received its world premiere at South Coast Repertory as a part of the Pacific Playwrights 
Festival, followed by a subsequent production at Manhattan Theater Club. A Life Extra Ordinary 
premiered with The Gift Theatre in the fall of 2016. An Entomologist’s Love Story is an Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation Commission and an Edgerton New Play Award recipient, and will premiere at 
The San Francisco Playhouse in Spring, 2018. Her short play Jack was a part of Summer 
Shorts 2017 and will be published by Dramatists Play Service. Melissa’s plays have been 
developed with The Amoralists, The Cherry Lane Theater, Colt Coeur, Dorset Theater Festival, 
The Gift Theatre, Iama Theatre Company, The Juilliard School, Labyrinth Theater Company, 
LCT3, Manhattan Theater Club, Montana Rep, New York Stage and Film, The New Group, 
South Coast Repertory, Rattlestick Playwrights Theater, and the TheatreWorks Palo Alto New 
Works Festival. She is twice commissioned by both South Coast Repertory and Manhattan 
Theater Club. Melissa is a graduate of Bennington College and the Lila Acheson Wallace 
Playwriting Program at The Juilliard School, a two-time winner of the Le Comte de Nouy Prize, 
and a proud member of LAByrinth Theater Company.  
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Kate Moira Ryan's (book, Weatherman) adaptations include The Beebo Brinker Chronicles, 
written with Linda S. Chapman and based on Ann Bannon's Lesbian Pulp novels from the 
1950s, produced off-Broadway by Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner (GLAAD Award; published by 
DPS) and Cavedweller, based on the bestselling novel by Dorothy Allison and directed by 
Michael Greif (New York Theatre Workshop. Other work includes 25 Questions for a Jewish 
Mother, written with and for Judy Gold, which ran for a year and a half Off Broadway and had a 
three year national tour (GLAAD Award; a book based on the play was published by Hyperion 
and nominated for the Quill Award). The Judy Show, also written with and for Judy Gold, was 
produced at Theater J, Williamstown, DR2 (Union Square), and the Geffen Playhouse. Kate has 
received numerous fellowships, including Alfred P. Sloan, Ensemble Studio Theatre, Sundance 
Institute, Trust for Mutual Understanding (Russia), MacDowell, Yaddo, and the Center for 
International Theatre Development. An alumna of New Dramatists, she received her M.F.A. in 
Playwriting from Columbia University and started her career with the Young Playwright's 
Festival.  

Doug Wright (book, Weatherman) was most recently represented on Broadway by the musical 
War Paint, starring Patti LuPone and Christine Ebersole, which played at the Nederlander 
Theater. His earlier plays include I Am My Own Wife (Tony Award, Pulitzer Prize), Posterity and 
Quills (Obie Award), as well as books for the musicals Grey Gardens (Tony nomination), The 
Little Mermaid and Hands on a Hardbody. (Drama Desk nomination). He adapted and directed 
August Strindberg’s Creditors for La Jolla Playhouse in 2009. Films include the screen 
adaptation of Quills (Paul Selvin Award, WGA) and production rewrites for directors Rob 
Marshall, Steven Spielberg and others. Acting credits include two appearances on Law and 
Order: Criminal Intent, and the films Little Manhattan and Two Lovers. He is president of The 
Dramatists Guild and on the Board of New York Theater Workshop. He has received grants 
from United States Artists and the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and is a graduate of 
Yale University (B.A.) and New York University (M.F.A.). He has been a frequent guest at 
Yaddo and the MacDowell Art Colonies, and has taught or guest lectured at the Yale Drama 
School, Princeton University, Juilliard and NYU. He lives in New York with his husband, singer-
songwriter David Clement, and cats Glynis and Murray.  

Pirronne Yousefzadeh (director, 3 Farids) is a Brooklyn-based director, writer and educator. 
She has directed and developed new work at The Public/Joe's Pub, New York Theatre 
Workshop, Atlantic Theater Company, Ars Nova, Soho Rep, New Georges, Partial Comfort 
Productions, Noor Theatre, Ma-Yi Theater Company, Ensemble Studio Theatre, Williamstown 
Theatre Festival, Actors Theatre of Louisville, La Jolla Playhouse, Huntington Theatre 
Company, Cleveland Playhouse, Geva Theatre Center, InterAct Theatre Company, and Hangar 
Theatre, among others. She is a Usual Suspect at NYTW, New Georges Affiliated Artist, 
member of Ensemble Studio Theatre, Resident Director at Colt Coeur, a recipient of SDC's 
Denham Fellowship and Williamstown’s Sagal Fellowship, and an alumna of the 2050 
Fellowship at NYTW, Drama League Directors Project, Lincoln Center Directors Lab and Soho 
Rep Writer/Director Lab. She currently serves on the NYU faculty, and is a frequent guest 
director there, as well as Columbia, Juilliard, Fordham and Yale School of Drama. Pirronne is a 
founding member of Maia Directors, a consulting group for artists and organizations engaging 
with Middle Eastern stories. M.F.A., Columbia University. Member, SDC. www.pirronne.com; 
www.maiadirectors.com  
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La Jolla Playhouse is a place where artists and audiences come together to create what’s new 
and next in the American theatre, from Tony Award-winning productions, to imaginative 
programs for young audiences, to interactive experiences outside our theatre walls. Currently 
led by 2017 Tony Award-winning Artistic Director Christopher Ashley and Managing Director 
Michael S. Rosenberg, the Playhouse was founded in 1947 by Gregory Peck, Dorothy McGuire 
and Mel Ferrer. Playhouse artists and audiences have taken part in the development of new 
plays and musicals, including mounting 95 world premieres, commissioning 50 new works, and 
sending 30 productions to Broadway – with 2 more set to open Spring 2018 – garnering a total 
of 38 Tony Awards, including the 1993 Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre. 
LaJollaPlayhouse.org.  

 

	


